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Abstract 

[0 13 ] A method and apparatus for dynamically balancing the loading of data storage 

facilities se ntoining vidoo data fi i oa to fac i l i tate tho trancfor erf the video data fi l es or 
p o rt i o nc of vid e o dato film fr""" '-'^f^'r'r ryrtnm tn nl i fint oomout i na Gvotom is 
described . Tho method for balancing a l oading of a stonago dovico ottaohod to 
multip le c om p ut i ng h "j i n^ ^^y -'^qi'iring a-A listing is acquired of locations and 
loading of all segments of a requested data object including all copies of the 
segments of the requested data object. Those storage devices containing copies 
of each segment of the data object having a least loading is selected. If the loading 
of the storage devices is greater than the maximum loading for the storage devices, 
the segment is designated to be copied. The presence of all segments of the 
requested data object is detemnined. If there are missing segments of the 
requested data object, each of those missing segments is assigned a file 
identification and file location, such that those missing segments are assigned to 
data storage devices having the least loading. The missing segments are retrieved 
from a back-up storage device. An oltornate otorago dovioc io oo l ootod and the 
sog mcnt I r rnp ind tn thr ni tfl-n - *" ..t'^r^gn ri^i ,inn Thn .^pgmnnto of tho - reau e st ed 
data objoot oro thon trancferrbd to a r e quooting oomputor oyctom. 
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